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A Word on n 1 Monſtrous Deftrine that 


_ Crimes are but M: Miſtakes. 
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3, 15 there a man content with. . aböde, 
Wbo never breath'd a wiſh: to know! his God? 


7 FS er felt his boſom warm with high deſirec, 
Nor yd . a thought but in his clay t'expire? 
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V "HAT, Sir, can you, a man of ſenſe 
and the friend: of political liberty, poſſibly 
mean by adulterating its purity and dark- 
ening its flame, by ſtirring up the dregs of 
Hobbes: that proverb of debaſement as has 
Dr. Prieſtley* thoſe of Socinus, and aſſert- 
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ing that "IM 1s 55 10 but utility? Know 
you not? diſcerned you not when in con- 
finement, that utility is but practical, but 
that virtue is a principle? That utility ceaſes 
with action; but that virtue, ſeated in the 


mind, ſtill remains, and the more it is tried, 


if fortified with religion becomes exalted 
and triumphant, ſmiles in a dungeon, and 4 
dares the dagger's "jun * | 
But this is not all. You outdo Hobbes | 
himſelf, and carry his doctrine to the 
dreadful extreme, that errors of the head 
and heart are equal, (alike neceſſary, I think 
you ſuggeſt) and that the moſt atrocious 
crimes are but miſtakes: Monſtrous, ineffa- 
ble abſurdity! Beſides,” you prepoſterouſly 
undo your own writings, ) annthilate their 
meaning, and convert them to a jeft®, and 
are a ſelf· contradiction. Hobbes's opinions 
were of a piece, worthleſs and diſmal, 


whilſt you 2 9 <a liberal 


* If Mr. Holcroft converts his morals to a jeſt, a fort- 
night's impriſonment for polygamy, and a farthing da- 
mage for falle mn, turn Ws; _w to a jeſt. 


5 5 ſentiments 


11 
ſentiments on the baſis of ſelfiſhneſs, and 
freedom on compulſion. 


If man is a mere creature of neceſſity, 
but clay in the hands of the potter; why 
do you complain of grievances? Why do 
you cenſure Miniſters, for being corrupt, 
or for proſecuting you unjuſtly, if they 
have no choice? Why do you blame them 
for what they cannot help? Why do you 
reprobate the Duke of Brunfwick's Mani- 
 feſto? Why the ruin of the innocent Poles, 
and the deſolation of their country, and 
at the ſame time exculpate all enormities 
in all men? Mandeville denied not that 
vices are vicious; but left it to the author 
of France a Warning to Britain, politically 
to afhrm that corruption 1s the true baſis of 
the Britiſh government; a ſhameleſs decla- 
ration, yet leſs generally deleterious: than 
excuſing all crimes whatever. 

Do you not perceive that you write 
ſatires, not againſt miniſters, but againſt 
morality, reaſon, and common ſenſe? and 


that you are unintentionally the adyocate 
| ..o0f 7 


. 
olf all villainy? God forbid that you ſhould 
be intentionally ſo, or that you ſhould, for 
the ſake of popularity, ſail down the 
ſtrong, but not irreſiſtible current of irre- 
ligion, ſo fatally predominant with all par- 
ties, the criterion of faſhion and know. 
ledge of the world, a whirlpool that is now 
ſinking this nation in the gulph of perdi- 
tion. A man without religion is a coward. 
or a fool, and an idiot to brave danger; 
and a cannon and attorney general ought 
to be to him equal objects of terror. 
Would any one in his ſenſes riſk his life, 
his all, without the firm hope that the dawn 
of eternity will burſt on his laſt breath? 
Without this refuge; the leſſons of wiſdom 
and fortitude themſelves are deſpair, the 
natural erer of denn ier of hope: 


4 
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Though Hobbes was not moiety an 
atheiſt, his doctrines led to atheiſm through 
the medium of material neceſſity. The 
truth is: human nature is a various com- 


pound of chance, deſign, neceſſity, cuſtom, 


18 FOE ſuperintendance, and fate, Ye. 
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and this heterogeneous is the only 95 ſtem, 
if a ſyſtem it can be called, that can be 
ever f ene of man, that 


& Sole judge of truth, in endleſs error hurl'd, 
The glory, jeſt, and riddle of the world.“ 


Far, very far as this is from a ludicrous 
addrefs, yet the folly of your ſuggeſtions 
is ſuch as to excite ridicule as well as ab- 
| horrence. What, Sir, would you ſay to a 
man who ſhould mtake your purſe or wife 
for his own? Surely you would not be an- 
gry with him, more than you can conſiſt- 
_ ently be with the Empreſs of Ruſſia and 
others, for miſtaking Poland, &c. for their 
own dominions. 1/3 


1 is ſaid that the abr cannot view. itſelf; N 
fs that if it could it might confound; i its 
own. ideas with realities. However, man- 
kind have always diſcerned ſufficient to 
make the grand diſtinction between matter 
and ſpirit in their nature; but whence. ex- 
cept from ſome ſpiritual faculty? Surely 
not * animgl ſenſation. Indeed the ſup- 
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poſition that the ſoul is material ſeems to be 
made for the ſake of contradiction. Locke 
was in fact a half, as bad as a whole mate- 
rialiſt, and revived Hobbiſm, which you 
have brought to the perfection of confound- 
ing right and wrong. Is this, Sir, utility? 


Nevertheleſs, detached from this baneful 
jaundice, your writings are in my opinion 
really ſerviceable in their tendency to 
the bulk of mankind. And it would be' 
injuſtice to deny that you blend genius with 
abſurdity and wit with folly. Short as is 
this addreſs, it is long enough to contain 
momentous conſiderations. Let me then 
perſuade you, regarding not the inſignifi- 


cance of the adviſer, but the importance 


of the thing adviſed, to recant the vile 
imagiriation, that miſtakes and crimes are 
Hnonimous terms. Allo, if you poſſeſs no 
higher feelings and ſympathies than thoſe 
acquireable by animal ſenſation : If you do 
not at times feel within ſomething of a high- 
er nature than refined matter; ſomething 


that eleyates you above ſelfiſh, and even 
temporary conſiderations (if a neceſſitarian 


Can 


1 

can i have motives*); I'adviſe you to leave a 
faction conſidered as a faction, who perhaps 
regard you as a tool, rather than with ſin- 

cere and friendly attachment, a thing ex- 
ploded by your maſter, Hobbes; that you 
may not finally have cauſe to complain that 
had you ſerved God as zealouſly as a party, 
he would not have forſaken you. For my 
own part, I can truly ſay that in this trifle 
as in others, I have commended what I 
' deemed. commendable, and blamed what 
51 thought otherwiſe; but ardently wiſh 
that the dawn of ſober and rational liberty 
may not be overcaſt, for which reaſon Iam 
a ſincere admirer of the temperate part of 
Paine's Rights of Man, but diſlike other 
parts, and much more fo his preſumptuous, 


flimſy Age of W | 185 a 
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'* Thoſe who deny motives of the will, ſeem to. con» 
found the will with the ſubſtance of the mind; whereas 
the former is but an appurtenance of the latter. Similarly, 
others deem the mind to be no more than thought, which 
is no ſubſtance all,” 


Wa-. BELCHER. 
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VI 4 is bill to be r regre cited ihr 61. 
Theleall, bleſſed. as he is ih vigour of i in- 
tellect, ſhould prove falle to Heaven when nde 
he derived it; and, acrificing « common 1 ſenſe. 
to irreligion . paradox ſhould, on on | the 


idea of political virtue, adopt the ace of 


n, that Fratitude\ Is not only n no virtue, 
as if there were no private virtues, but that 
it is even a vice; and. thus endeavour, on 
principle, to efadicare f from the human breaſt 
the beſt affections of man. It 15 ; true, private 
virtue may be in a manner eclipſed in the 
blaze of patriotiſm, and gratitude ought not 


to be oppoſed to public good; but to name 


5 - ſelf. intereſt, is to confound it witlt 4 e 
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